
 
 

The Greatest Inheritance You'll Ever Leave 
What Will Your Family Remember? 
When most people hear the word legacy, they immediately think about money. 

Who gets the house? 

Who inherits the retirement accounts? 

What happens to the family business? 

Those are important questions, and they deserve thoughtful planning. But after spending years 
helping families prepare for retirement, I've come to believe that the greatest inheritance you'll 
ever leave has very little to do with the size of your estate. 

Your greatest inheritance is the life you lived and the people you helped shape. 



Years from now, your children probably won't remember the balance in your checking account 
or what your investment portfolio was worth on the day you passed away. 

They'll remember your laugh. 

They'll remember the stories you told around the dinner table. 

They'll remember the vacations, the traditions, the fishing trips, the family recipes, and the 
lessons you quietly taught simply by the way you lived your life. 

They'll remember how you treated people. 

They'll remember your integrity. 

They'll remember your faith, your kindness, your generosity, and your character. 

Those are the things that become part of a family's story for generations. 

That is your true legacy. 

 

Legacy Is More Than Leaving Things 
There's an old saying: 

"You've never seen a U-Haul behind a hearse." 

It's a gentle reminder that none of us can take our possessions with us. 

But we can leave behind something much more valuable. 

We can leave our family prepared. 

We can leave them organized. 

We can leave them with confidence instead of confusion. 

We can leave them with memories instead of unanswered questions. 

One of the greatest acts of love isn't simply providing for your family financially. 

It's making their lives a little easier during one of the most difficult seasons they'll ever 
experience. 



That's why legacy planning is so much more than writing a will. 

It's making sure the people you love know your wishes, understand your values, and have the 
practical information they'll need when they need it most. 

 

The Questions Worth Asking 
As you think about your legacy, ask yourself a few simple questions. 

• If tomorrow were my last day, would my family know how much I love them? 
• Have I said the things I've always wanted to say? 
• Have I forgiven the people I need to forgive? 
• Have I asked for forgiveness where it's is needed? 
• Have I shared the stories only I can tell? 
• Have I taught my children and grandchildren what matters most to me? 
• Have I organized my affairs so my family won't have to search through drawers and 

filing cabinets? 
• Have I prepared them emotionally as well as financially? 

Sometimes the most important conversations are also the ones we postpone the longest. 

 

Your Legacy Checklist 
Legacy planning isn't about completing one document. 

It's about caring for the people you love. 

Share Your Story 
☐ Write your life story. 

☐ Record family memories. 

☐ Label old photographs. 

☐ Create a simple family tree. 

☐ Preserve family recipes and traditions. 

☐ Record videos for future generations. 



 

Share Your Heart 
☐ Write a letter to your spouse. 

☐ Write a letter to each child. 

☐ Write a letter to each grandchild. 

☐ Share your favorite Bible verses, quotes, or life lessons. 

☐ Tell your family what you're most proud of. 

☐ Tell them how much you love them. 

 

Organize Your Affairs 
☐ Create or update your will. 

☐ Review beneficiary designations. 

☐ Meet with an estate planning attorney. 

☐ Speak with a qualified tax professional about your estate. 

☐ Organize important financial documents. 

☐ Prepare a list of accounts and passwords. 

☐ Update powers of attorney. 

☐ Review healthcare directives. 

☐ Document your funeral preferences. 

☐ Let your family know where everything is located. 

 

Continue Living 



Legacy isn't only about preparing for someday. 

It's also about living well today. 

Ask yourself: 

☐ Is there somewhere I've always wanted to go? 

☐ Is there someone I need to thank? 

☐ Is there someone I need to forgive? 

☐ Is there a grandchild I'd like to spend more time with? 

☐ Is there a family tradition I'd like to begin? 

☐ Is there a book I've always wanted to write? 

☐ Is there a painting I've always wanted to paint? 

☐ Is there a cause I'd like to support? 

☐ Is there a dream I've put off for too long? 

Your story is still being written. 

There are still chapters left to enjoy. 

 

One Final Thought 
As a retirement advisor, I spend a great deal of time talking about income, Medicare, healthcare 
planning, and financial security. 

Those conversations are important. 

But they aren't the most important conversations. 

The most important conversations happen around the kitchen table. 

They're the conversations where children hear stories they've never heard before. 

Where grandchildren learn where they came from. 



Where husbands and wives say the things that often go unsaid. 

Where families laugh together, cry together, and remember what truly matters. 

If your retirement years have taught you anything, I hope they've taught you this: 

Life isn't measured by what we accumulate. 

It's measured by the lives we touch. 

Money can provide opportunities. 

Possessions can create comfort. 

But character creates a legacy. 

So don't let someone else write the final chapter of your story. 

Write the letters. 

Take the trip. 

Start the tradition. 

Record your memories. 

Organize your affairs. 

Tell the people you love exactly how much they mean to you. 

Because years from now, when your family remembers you, they won't simply remember what 
you owned. 

They'll remember who you were. 

And in the end, that is the greatest inheritance you'll ever leave. 

Let’s Have a Conversation 

 

"The measure of a successful life isn't found in what you accumulated. It's 
found in the people who are better because you were here." 

 



	


